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The award criteria states the recipient ‘deserves particular recognition for their overall contribution 
to the station’; I believe I have contributed hugely to Radio ENRG at Edinburgh Napier University, 
largely as a result of creating it from scratch! 
 
With generous assistance and support from Head Technician Iain MacKay and other members of the 
university, my initial motive for launching the station was to create a platform for ‘talk, tunes, tales 
and talent’ – essentially, the news, music and experiences of staff and students. Another aim was to 
give budding multimedia journalists and students from all disciplines the opportunity to enhance 
their broadcast skills by actively producing and presenting content. This was accomplished by the 
end of the first academic year, with over 20 shows launched and over 100 episodes aired. 
 
I was keen to establish a modern, vibrant brand; Radio ENRG may sound confusing at first perhaps 
but, crucially, it is unique. ‘ENRG’, pronounced ‘energy’, stands for Edinburgh Napier Radio Group 
and, fortunately, it ‘caught on’ with listeners from the onset. 
 
By investing an enormous amount of time and effort into all aspects of the station, from schedule 
and presenter management, promotion, website design and social media updates, the main aim of 
encouraging new broadcasting talent to come forward to launch their student radio careers was 
achieved. Daily duties included composing and responding to emails, organising and training 
presenters and publicising schedule updates to a rapidly-growing audience. 
 
Amongst this, I also found time to produce and present two of my own regular shows. ‘George 
Ward’s Smorgasbord’ was an eccentric format with a variety of (inverted commas) entertaining 
(close inverted commas) segments including ‘Ward’s Drawer’, ‘What the Phhhhhhhobia?!’, ‘The 
Telephone Box’, ‘Versus’ and a horrendous ‘Starting Pun’ joke with appropriate tumbleweed. The 
other show, ‘ENRGize’, became known as ‘the show for all things Edinburgh Napier’, with its aim to 
showcase talent from within the university, along with news and upcoming events linked to the 
sports teams and societies. Interviews became an integral part of the station’s output, and I 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting and interviewing people from all walks of life and giving emerging local 
musicians a chance to promote their work. 
 
The increase in programming saw an increase in social media activity; by composing regular 
Facebook updates and encouraging in-show Twitter interaction, the brand grew online and through 
word-of-mouth, and a lively, regularly-updated website became the portal to the platform. If there 
was one aspect of the station’s management I could have invested more time into it would be more 
visual and poster promotion but hey, I’m a newcomer, and there was the small matter of a 
dissertation and other uni & non-uni commitments to manage too! 
 
The term culminated with a 36-hour Radio ENRG ‘Charity Broadcast Bonanza’, promoted as 
#enrgcbb on Twitter, which raised just under £300 for Alzheimer Scotland and Edinburgh Young 
Carers Project. Produced and presented by myself and Liam Hope from ‘Rock Block’, we interviewed 
spokespersons from the two charities and an array of listeners, musicians and other individuals 
throughout the marathon broadcast while raising funds for two worthy causes. 
 
I have fond memories of the experience, from the initial idea to making it a real, audible entity - I'll 
miss it, and I learned a great deal throughout. Fulfilling the demand for a student station and seeing 
presenters come forward to develop their own passion for the medium was truly rewarding and I am 
proud of my efforts to become (and inspire others to become) a part of the vibrant student radio 
community. 



 

Iain MacKay, Head Technician, Radio ENRG 
 
A passion for broadcast journalism lead George to launching Radio ENRG and his enthusiasm to 
make the endeavour a success was shown throughout the process, despite the fact it virtually took 
over his life at times, making it an incredibly busy final university year for him! 
 
His ultimate goal was to build a boldly-branded station which people enjoy listening to. This goal was 
quickly achieved. In around 6 months awareness of the station increased and plans are being put 
into place to develop it furthermore next term. 
 
In May 2014 George won the university’s award for ‘Most Inspiring Student’ in the Faculty of 
Engineering, Computing and Creative Industries, partly for his commitment to creating a student 
radio station at the university. 
 
His organisational skills and focus on time-keeping lead to quality output which we hope to maintain 
and expand upon in future years. 

 

 


